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This picture-book biography is an excellent and accessible introduction for young readers to learn

about one of the world's most influential leaders, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Doreen Rappaport

weaves the immortal words of Dr. King into a captivating narrative to tell the story of his life. With

stunning art by acclaimed illustrator Bryan Collier, Martin's Big Words is an unforgettable portrait of

a man whose dream changed America-and the world-forever.
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When I first started reviewing children's books on .com I gave myself a long list of rules to follow.

And one of those rules stated that I was not to read other reviews of a book on the site until AFTER

I'd written my own review. I wanted my little writings to remain unsullied and pure, filled only with my

own thoughts (which I obviously mistook to be brilliant) and feelings. After a while though I gave up

on this rule. By and large (and this is not speaking for all reviews... just 90% of them) a review for a

children's book goes something along the lines of "It was good, my four-year-old requests it every

night, buy this book, etc.". Nothing too shocking or revealing. So I grew lazy. I started reading other

reviews of picture books long before I sat down to actually write a review of my own. Just moments

ago I went to do the same thing for the beautiful picture book, "Martin's Big Words". This book was



on my list of must-reads because it had garnered itself a Caldecott Honor years before. So I went to

the appropriate .com page (much as you are now) and read the first review on the list. At the time, it

was an unassuming July 18, 2002 review entitled, "There's Something Wrong Here...". I read the

review. I digested the review. And I came to the inescapable opinion that the points raised in the

review were good ones. Ones that I should consider, dare I say, in my OWN review. This is

unprecedented. Never has a review for a book, a children's book, really hit home for me like this one

did. So to that mysterious reader who thought to make a point back in 2002, I commend you. And to

myself, a mental whipping for breaking my own rules. It's a hard act to follow, but I've a point or two

of my own to make and I'm gonna make `em.
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